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Uproar over California School 
Handling of Toxic Chemicals 


Building materials used in a California school are 
sparking a nationwide debate about the safety of 
students. The dispute involves toxic chemicals known 
as PCBs. 


Click here to watch the news video. 
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Mold Removed from New Building on 
Offutt Air Force Base (Nebraska) 


Military officials say 4,000 feet of mold-infested 
ductwork has been removed from the U.S. Strategic 
Command's new headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base. 


The Omaha World-Herald reports that earlier 
construction glitches and the mold problems have 
extended the $1.2 billion project by 11 months and 
potentially “tens of millions" of dollars. 


“It's a troubled project," said Col. John Henderson, 
commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Omaha 
District, which is overseeing the StratCom project. "None 
of this is good news. But we're working through it." 


Last September, the corps’ quality-assurance inspectors 
found the mold in the insulation lining some ducts and 
temporarily paused installing parts of the heating and 
cooling system. Engineers determined mold was located 
in about 7 percent of the building's ductwork. 


"We removed all that at great cost and disruption," 
Henderson said. "We have to guarantee that this isn't 
going to be a sick building." 


The corps and the U.S. Strategic Command have said that 
building contractor KiewitPhelps should be held 
responsible for the damage because the company failed 
to monitor temperature and humidity at the job site. 


The corps and KiewitPhelps agree that the company's 
early estimate of $55 million in expenses for the mold 
problem was probably too high. The cost is still being 
added up. But the corps already asked Congress last year 
to raise its authorized spending for construction from 
$564 million to $601 million. 


Click here to read the article. 


See Pollutant dangers in airtight homes page 2 
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Glasgow Study Reveals Pollutant 
Dangers in Airtight Homes (Scotland) 


Specialists at the Mackintosh Environmental Research 
Unit (MEARU) at the Glasgow School of Art found that 
many modern homes can cause a build-up of harmful 
chemicals and moisture if the householders don’t open 
windows or vents. 


Professor Tim Sharpe, head of the MEARU, said: “Poor 
indoor air quality, particularly in bedrooms, is hard for 
people to detect. 


“There are clear links between poor ventilation and ill- 
health so people need to be aware of the buildup of CO2 
and other pollutants in their homes and their potential 
impact on health.” 


He added: “Modern homes are increasingly airtight and 
can also contain a great number of pollutants and 
chemicals, many of which can have serious health 
effects. It is clear from this research that buildings are 
simply not well ventilated and this could seriously 
impact on occupants’ health, especially vulnerable 
people such as those with COPD and asthma.” 


Based at the Mackintosh School of Architecture at the 
GSA, MEARU has a 15-year track record of high quality 
research into environmental architecture. The ventilation 
research complements work undertaken by MEARU into 
other impacts on air quality in buildings including widely 
reported domestic laundry research. 


Recent research by the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons on air quality has suggested that the issue of 
indoor air pollution needed more research to strengthen 
the understanding of the key risk factors and effects of 
poor air quality in our homes, schools and workplaces. 


It noted: “The drive to reduce energy costs, by creating 
homes with tighter ventilation, could be making the 
situation worse.” 


MEARU undertook the research with residents of over 
200 households based in properties built to modern 
airtight standards since 2010. 
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Glasgow Study Reveals Pollutant Dangers in 
Airtight Homes (Scotland)--continued 


It showed widespread evidence of poor ventilation, with 
bedrooms being a particular problem, and very little 
awareness of poor indoor air quality and its potential 
consequences. Further work which looked at mechanical 
ventilation found that while it can deliver good results, 
houses are entirely reliant on it and when it goes wrong 
there is extremely poor ventilation. 


The research found that: 


e83 per cent of Mechanical Extract Systems were under- 
performing with 42 per cent below Building Regulations 
requirements for moisture control; 


e63 per cent of trickle vents were kept closed; 


eOnly 20 per cent of people leave bedroom windows 
open at night; 


e82 per cent of people had received no advice on 
ventilation 


Since the research was completed, MEARU has had 
success in changing Building Regulations in Scotland. 
Going forward all new build properties must be equipped 
with CO2 sensors to give residents an indication of how 
well their houses are being ventilated. 


A wider public information campaign has also been 
launched, with the unveiling of a specially made film to 


help raise awareness of the issue. 


Click here to read the article. 


See Court Orders SoCa/Gas on page 3 
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Court Orders SoCalGas to Extend 
Deadline for Porter Ranch Residents 


A Los Angeles County Superior Court judge on 
Wednesday ordered Southern California Gas Company 
to continue reimbursements for Porter Ranch residents 
displaced by the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak to until at 
least May 31. 


SoCalGas has paid for the temporary relocations of 
thousands of families in Porter Ranch after the company 
in late October discovered a natural gas leak at its Aliso 
Canyon storage facility. 


Residents complained of symptoms such as dizziness, 
headaches and nosebleeds from the gas leak, which 
wasn’t sealed until mid-February. 


SoCalGas, a unit of San Diego-based Sempra Energy, 
originally planned for residents to return home within 
days of the leak’s containment, however, those who 
have moved back say they have continued to 
experience symptoms. 


County health officials have received about 300 reports 
from residents who have become ill even after the 
leaking well was capped on Feb. 18, reported the Los 
Angeles Daily News. 


In his ruling, L.A. Superior Court Judge John Wiley Jr. 
said there is still uncertainty about why residents 
continue to be sick and set a hearing for June 7 to 
discuss results of indoor air testing. The analysis of air 
inside homes will be completed by the end of May, 
reported CBS Los Angeles. 


“Because it created the community-wide problem, 
SoCalGas must bear the cost of uncertainty until 
diligent public officials have scientific results for 
residents who are eager to return home,” Wiley wrote. 


Supervisor Michael Antonovich called the ruling a 
“major victory” for residents who want assurances 
that it’s safe to return home before the gas company 
ends its reimbursement program. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Morgan County Courthouse Mold and 
Radon Problems (Indiana) 


At least five Morgan County courthouse employees have 
been temporarily evicted from their offices after high 
levels of mold and radon were detected in two county 
buildings. 


Under doctors’ orders to stay away from the buildings, 
three employees sat outside the county’s administration 
building. 


“Well, we have been told that we need to report to the 
front of the building,” said Carrie Martin. “For the 
majority of the day on Friday, | stood out here.” 


Recent lab tests found high levels of black mold in the 
walls at the county’s courthouse. While air tests were 
found to be acceptable, high levels of mold were detected 
in the air of the attic of the courthouse, the tests show. 


Asher, a second deputy in the county’s child support 
office, said there have been long-standing issues with 


mold in the county’s courthouse. 


In 2008, a storm damaged the roof of the courthouse and 
led to water entering the building. 


In 2013, county employees said leaking pipes inside the 
building caused additional water damage they believe 


contributed to the mold problem. 


Click here to read the article. 


See Fracking causes toxic water on page 4 
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Study Finds Link Between Fracking 
and Toxic Water 


A study published Tuesday has found that hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking, had a "clear impact" on the 
groundwater in Pavillion, Wyoming, raising new 
concerns over the drilling method. 


"This is a wake-up call," said Dominic DiGiulio, lead 
author of the Stanford University study, published in 
Environmental Science and Technology. "It's perfectly 
legal to inject stimulation fluids into underground 
drinking water resources. This may be causing 
widespread impacts on drinking water resources." 


Residents of Pavillion, an oil and gas boom town, first 
began complaining of tainted water in the 1990s after 
fossil fuel companies began conducting more than 180 
drilling operations in the state's Wind River Basin. 


The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released a 
draft study in 2011 which found that oil and gas 
activities may have contaminated the town's water 
supply, but the agency shut down its preliminary 
research in 2013 after criticism from the industry and 
the state's fossil fuel regulators. 


After the EPA handed over its investigation to Wyoming, 
state regulators said they had no plans to continue the 
research, even as the federal Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry advised Pavillion 
residents not to bathe in, cook with, or drink water from 
their taps. 


Stanford's study picks up where the EPA left off—and 
goes a step beyond, researchers said. 


Fracking involves injecting chemically infused water 
into the ground at high velocity to release shale gas 
trapped deep underground. 


Energy companies often use "proprietary blends that 
can include potentially dangerous chemicals such as 
benzene and xylene,’ the study states. "When the 
wastewater comes back up after use, it often includes 
those and a range of potentially dangerous natural 
chemicals." 
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Study Finds Link Between Fracking 
and Toxic Water (continued) 


The study, based on publicly available records and 
documents obtained through the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA), tracks the occurrence of dangerous fracking 
chemicals in underground wells as well as their impact on 
the allegedly potable drinking water that supplies the 
residents of Pavillion. 


The impact reaches far beyond the small town of 231 
people, the researchers said. 


“Geologic and groundwater conditions at Pavillion are 
not unique in the Rocky Mountain region," he said. "This 
suggests there may be widespread impact to 
underground sources of drinking water as a result of 
unconventional oil and gas extraction." 


Wenonah Hauter, executive director of the 
environmental group Food & Water Watch, said the 
study "echoes what hundreds of other scientific 
investigations across the nation have already shown: 
drilling and fracking contaminates drinking water." 


“Had the EPA finalized its own study with similar 
findings on Pavillion years ago, we might have already 
turned the corner toward a clean energy future," Hauter 
said. "But sadly the EPA continues to look the other way, 
much to the delight of the oil and gas industry.” 


Click here to read the article. 


See D.C.’s Children struggle with asthma on page 5 
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Many of D.C.'s Poor Children Struggle with 
Asthma and Officials Might Make it Worse 


Washington is a city that wheezes. It has one of the 
highest rates of asthma in the country. Those who 
suffer from the disease cluster in the city's poorest 
communities, where asthmatic children are 10 times 
more likely to visit the emergency room than in 
wealthy neighborhoods. 


Some of the most dangerous air for these children to 
breathe, studies say, is laced with exhaust. 


So advocates were alarmed when officials announced 
this year that they're planning to open a shelter for 
homeless families within a football field's length of 
the District of Columbia's largest bus garage - one of 
the city's biggest producers of exhaust, a known 
asthma trigger. 


The proposal, announced in February, is part of a 
controversial plan to close D.C. General, a former 
hospital that serves as the city's shelter for 247 
homeless families, and disperse its residents into seven 
new facilities soread evenly across the city. 


Some of those facilities would materialize in affluent, 
tree-lined neighborhoods anchored by Whole Foods 
markets and Metro stops. 


The Ward 5 site, however, sits behind barbed wire off 
Bladensburg Road, in the shadows of a concrete 
facility and a gargantuan warehouse where Metro 
houses 260 buses, boilers, large generators and a 
hazardous-waste shed. 


In 2014, the Environmental Protection Agency cited 
the facility twice for improper handling of hazardous 
waste, including failure to properly mark two 
containers. 


But it's the quality of the air near the garage that is of 
particular concern to environmental health advocates, 
attorneys for the homeless and pediatricians. 


Elizabeth Gates, a Unity Health Care pediatrician who 
has treated dozens of children staying at D.C. General, 
estimates that one-third suffered from asthma, a 
condition she said is often more prevalent among 
homeless children. 
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Many of D.C.'s Poor Children Struggle with 
Asthma and Officials Might Make it Worse (cont'd) 


“Before you put people there, and families there, you 
really need to check" the air quality, said Janet Phoenix, 
an assistant professor at George Washington University 
and an official with Breathe DC, which tracks asthma in 
the city. 


Community groups have fiercely opposed the site for 
environmental and other concerns. They have since 
proposed a dozen alternative sites that the administration 
has quickly dismissed for various reasons. 


The concern over the air quality at the site highlights yet 
another division between rich and poor in the city. Those 
with asthma in the District are overwhelmingly African 
American and live south and east of the Anacostia River - 
the same poor communities that produce the bulk of the 
city's homeless families. 


According to the Urban Institute, African American 
children in the District are three times more likely to have 
asthma and nearly seven times more likely to die because 
of it. 


"It's a perfect storm,’ in the District, said Stephen Teach, 
chairman of the Department of Pediatrics at Children's 
National Hospital, where he supervises an asthma 
program servicing Washington's poor. Not only is there a 
high concentration of minority residents in the District, 
he said, but there's also "adverse housing conditions, 
low access to primary services, high rates of smoking 
and poor indoor air quality" - all of which exacerbate 
asthma. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Deadly Mould in Royal Hobart Hospital 
Making Workers Sick (Australia) 


Construction workers have developed respiratory 
illnesses after being exposed to "potentially deadly 
mould" at the Royal Hobart Hospital, the State 
Opposition has alleged. 


Builders at the hospital have been putting together a 
demountable building as part of construction work at 
the site. 


The completion of the demountable has been plagued 
by delays after mould was discovered in at least 18 out 
of the 64 modules. 


The $22 million building is designed to house patients 
while a major hospital redevelopment continues, but 
the building is yet to be declared fit for purpose. 


Opposition Leader Bryan Green has now claimed in 
State Parliament an "illness cluster" has been 
identified among builders working on the 
demountable. 


"These workers are now suffering respiratory 
conditions because you allowed them to be exposed 
to potentially deadly mould," he said. 


He told Parliament sick workers had been sent home 
and work shut down. 


“Anyone on the site must now wear a fully protective 
suit, Mr. Green said. 


Click here to read the article. 
From a related article: 


A carpenter who worked on the Royal Hobart Hospital 
redevelopment says builders knew about mould on 
modules before they were even installed. 


“They knew it was wrong from the very start, when 
they knew the mould was there, and he (the 
manufacturer) just said, ‘Pretend we didn't see it, 
Mr. Fraser said. 


Click here to read this related article. 
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Mould in Royal Hobart Hospital 


Worker Health Complaints Prompt Mold 
Study at City Hall (Massachusetts) 


Every so often as she walks around Methuen City Hall (in 
Methuen, Massachusetts), Tricia Rosanio can't help but 
cough. 


Rosanio, who works for the city's Department of Public 
Works, has asthma, a condition that she said developed 
after she started working at City Hall in 1998. It started 
with a case of bronchitis when she worked in the 
assessor's office and turned into mild asthma before 
worsening over time. 


“Now | can barely walk up a flight of stairs, especially in 
the building, without coughing,” she said. 


Rosanio thinks her breathing difficulties developed, at 
least in part, from what she and others believe to be mold 
that exists in parts of City Hall. Other city workers have 
reported headaches and breathing issues to their union — 
AFSCME Council 93, Local 3699. 


Concerns about the apparent mold and the health issues 
led the union and its president, Bill DePardo, to contact 
Mayor Stephen Zanni's office and request environmental 
and air quality testing in the building. 


Mold is visible in several parts of the Searles Building that 
houses the City Hall offices. Mold, water staining and 
damage becomes visible from parts of the ceiling to the 


columns on the walls. 


Click here to read the article. 
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New Jersey School District Owes 
Teacher $1.8 Million for Mold Illness 


A New Jersey music teacher was awarded an 
approximately $1.8 million verdict after a judge ruled 
that her asthma and other chronic lung problems were 
caused by a mold issue in her classroom. 


According to a written decision, Essex County Superior 
Court Judge Christine Farrington ruled Monday that the 
Millburn Board of Education owed music teacher Mary 
Jean Alsina the nearly $2 million for medical expenses, 
lost wages, and other damages. 


Alsina, a tenured teacher in Millburn, filed suit against 
the district in 2013 after she said she was exposed to 
mold while working in a specific room in the middle 
school. According to the decision, Alsina argued that she 
had complained about a musty smell in the room, 
dripping water from the ceiling, stains and seepage on 
the walls, and what she believed to be mold growing in 
the room. Though she argued that the district tested the 
room and that the school's custodial staff cleaned up the 
area, Alsina said she did not feel that they adequately 
addressed the problem, the decision states. 


Alsina was diagnosed with adult onset asthma and other 
lung conditions, which she and her doctor attributed to 
the conditions in the classroom, the decision says. She 
reduced her position at the school from full- to part-time 
to tend to her medical issues, and as a way to avoid 
teaching in that classroom, it says. 


When Alsina began discussing the mold issue with her 
colleagues, students, and district parents, she argued 
that the school's administration retaliated against her, 
further reducing her schedule to one day a week, and 
removing most of her duties in the music department. 


"My client feels vindicated," Alsina's attorney, Gina 
Mendola Longarzo, said in a phone interview about the 
decision. "She's very honest, she didn't exaggerate. ... 
(The school) tried to discredit her, and punished her, but 
it was worth all of the suffering." 


Click here to read the article. 
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Marine’s Family Awarded $350,000 
in Mold Lawsuit 


A federal jury on Thursday awarded $350,000 to the 
family of a Marine who previously lived in a mold- 
infested military housing complex in Norfolk, according 
to the family's lawyer. 


The figure, however, was described by one of the 
family's lawyers as a "disappointment." The attorney, 
who had sought $8 million in damages, said he would 
ask the judge to substitute a larger number. In the 
alternative, he wants the judge to set aside the verdict 
and order a new trial. 


The lawsuit involved Mid-Atlantic Military Family 
Communities and the family of Gunnery Sergeant Joe 
Federico. 


The trial started with a win for the plaintiffs. U.S. District 
Judge Raymond Jackson ruled the complex's defense 
attorneys failed to provide potentially damning 
evidence to the plaintiffs in a timely fashion. As 
punishment, he ordered the defense attorneys to 
stipulate at trial that there was mold in the property and 
that remediation was required. 


Additional lawsuits involving other former tenants are 
expected. Smith said 19 are filed, and more people are 


calling every day. 


“Hundreds,' he said. "This may be going on for years 
and years." 


Click here to read the article. 
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Commissioners Hear from Courthouse 
Employees about Mold and Radon 
(Pennsylvania) 


Employees at the Schuylkill County Courthouse told the 
county commissioners Wednesday they are worried about 
coming into work due to the possibility of mold or radon 
making them sick. 


“We have cancers in our office. We have respiratory 
illnesses,” Debra Holley, who has worked in the clerk of 
courts office for about 16 years, said Wednesday. “I have 
been coughing for five years. | have had pneumonia, 
bronchitis, headaches. If you read these symptoms, we all 
have them.” 


On April 7, the commissioners approved a $57,850 
contract with Air Care & Restoration Co. Inc., Bethlehem, 
and Next Step Environmental Services, a state-licensed 
radon abatement company in Barto, for radon and mold 
mitigation at the courthouse. 


Clerk of Courts Maria Casey had asked the board for the 
results of the last air quality test at the courthouse 
performed by the same company in 2009. She said Keith 
Roe, president of Air Care & Restoration Co. Inc., 
recommended at that time that a radon test be done in 
certain levels of the building and immediate action be 
taken in specific areas for mold. 


County Administrator Mark Scarbinsky said the clerk of 
courts office was reviewed at that time, but no mitigation 
was required. He said some mitigation work was done in 
the district attorney’s office. 


Casey asked why the county waited until February to do 
radon testing and what kind of mitigation was done for 
mold. 


“We are not confident that these various issues are being 
addressed,” Casey said. “I have employees not wanting to 
come to work.” 


Holley and Stacey Stoppie, who have been in the clerk of 
courts office for nearly 20 years, said they are worried 
about their health. 


Global Indoor Health Network 





Commissioners Hear from Courthouse 
Employees about Mold and Radon 
(Pennsylvania)—continued 


“We are actually terrified to come in here every 
day,” Holley said. “We are afraid and this is years of 
sickness we had. This isn’t just recent.” 


District Attorney Christine A. Holman said her staff 
has also been worried. 


County Detective Dorothy “Dolly” Malec said she is 
going to see a doctor because of coughing, difficulty 
breathing, headaches, rashes, burning eyes and 
other symptoms associated with air quality. 


“| will go home for the weekend and I’m fine, and 
then | come back in here and | am feeling sick again,” 
Malec said. 


Casey also recommended the county assemble a 
safer building committee to discuss the problem. 


Commissioners Chairman George F. Halcovage Jr. 
said Roe will be at the courthouse Friday morning to 
speak with the county row officers and answer their 


questions. 


“We want a healthy building. That’s our goal,” 
Halcovage said. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Klamath-Trinity School District 
Secures $10 Million for Mold 
Problems (California) 


Cooperation between local tribes, legislators and the 
Klamath-Trinity Joint Unified School District resulted in 
the allocation of almost $10 million dollars in state funds 
to help with ongoing mold issues the district’s been 
dealing with for years. 


With this money secured and a plan in the works to 
cover future costs of mold abatement projects and 
building upgrades, Superintendent Jon Ray said he had 
tears in his eyes when he heard about the allocation. 


“Yesterday (that plan was) cemented into place and 
coming together,” Ray said Thursday. 


In February, all eight campuses in the district closed for 
two weeks, one of which was a scheduled week off, to 
give staff time to retrofit mold-free facilities into 
classrooms. 


Dangerous levels of potentially toxic molds were 
measured at Hoopa Valley Elementary School, Hoopa 
Valley High School, Jack Norton Elementary School, 
Orleans Elementary School and Trinity Valley Elementary 
School facilities. 


According to Ray, mold bloomed in these facilities 
because they were built in the 1950s and ’60s using 
building plans that weren’t designed for such a wet, 
rainy environment. 


In February, all eight campuses in the district closed for 
two weeks, one of which was a scheduled week off, to 
give staff time to retrofit mold-free facilities into 
classrooms. 


Dangerous levels of potentially toxic molds were 
measured at Hoopa Valley Elementary School, Hoopa 
Valley High School, Jack Norton Elementary School, 
Orleans Elementary School and Trinity Valley Elementary 
School facilities. 
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“The issues Klamath-Trinity 
faces make me angry,” he said. 
“Schools should be a place 
where kids can succeed in 


schools that are modern and 
safe, and Klamath-Trinity’s are 
anything but that.” 





Klamath-Trinity School District Secures 
$10 Million for Mold Problems (cont’d) 


With this $10 million, money already borrowed, 
another $6.4 million slated to come in from the state in 
May, more hopefully coming from the state in June and 
an expected $6.5 million from Measure D — which is up 
for voter approval on the June ballot — the school 
district will be able to afford all the projects it needs to 
complete in order to mitigate the mold and get 
students back into their classrooms, Ray said. 


McGuire said these ongoing mold issues are 
unacceptable and embarrassing, which is why he’s 
been working over the past few months to secure 
these funds. 


“The issues Klamath-Trinity faces make me angry,” he 
said. “Schools should be a place where kids can 
succeed in schools that are modern and safe, and 
Klamath-Trinity’s are anything but that.” 


Ray said that once the district gets the money it will put 
out requests for contract bids to get rid of all of the 
mold and make the facilities state of the art. 


Caroline Jennings recently moved to Arcata from 
northeast Humboldt County where she lived for 20 
years. She said she toured Trinity Valley Elementary and 
was disgusted by the state it was in. 


“| chose not to put my child in that school,” she said. 
“I’m still homeschooling my child because that works 


for my family.” 


Click here to read the article. 
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Inuit Leader Hopes Senate Housing 
Report Goes Beyond “Shock and Awe” 
(Canada) 


As a group of seven senators begins a fact-finding 
mission about the Northern housing crisis, an Inuit 
leader says he hopes they'll see more than the "shock 
and awe’ of the situation. 


The numbers are easy to balk at: thousands of people 
on social housing wait lists; dozens of people piled into 
overcrowded homes; and an estimated price tag for 
addressing the problem in the billions. 


"| hope they would get beyond the shock and awe of 
the figures," said Natan Obed, president of Inuit 
Tapiriit Kanatami. 


"If you think about how much money we need, just to 
get our overcrowding rates down to the Canadian 
average, we're talking about a $2-billion investment." 


But, he says even that wouldn't be enough. 
Mould is very prevalent 


Yesterday, the members of the Senate Standing 
Committee on Aboriginal Peoples visited two social 
housing units in Iqaluit. 


“What we found when we tore the walls out was that 
this must have happened previously, because there was 
already mould in it," said Barry Biggs with the Iqaluit 
Housing Authority. 


"In places up here the mould is very prevalent, 
because the air exchange in the building — it just isn't 
there." 

Patterson said he believes this report can make a 
difference since it comes from a "federal angle" and will 


prompt a response from the government. 


Click here to read the article. 
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Senators visit Inuit public housing 


Mold Found in 10 Harlandale ISD 
Schools (Texas) 


Harlandale ISD is investigating the presence of mold in 
some of its schools. 


The school district announced Thursday it is believed 
the mold is related to air conditioning systems. 


Students were sent home with notices about mold at 
10 different campuses within the district. 


In the meantime, students at the affected locations will 
be relocated to other campuses within the district. 


The district said there is a legal case filed against the 
installer of the air conditioners, a company called 
"Trane". 


Click here to read the article. 
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